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Get in touch



The Rev. Chenda Innis Lee is an ordained elder

in the United Methodist Church. A gifted

preacher and teacher, she has worked in small,

midsize, and large congregations, in the

Northern Virginia region, for over a decade.

Her ministry is deeply influenced by Jesus’

message of inclusion for those on the margins

of society and a desire for all God’s people to

live fully and freely in the abundance of God’s

grace.

Rev. Lee has preached, taught, and led several

retreats and workshops for local churches over

her  pastoral vocation.

Rev. Lee is a 2008 graduate of Wesley

Theological Seminary, where she met her

spouse, the Rev. Dr. Asa J. Lee. Their lives

revolve around four spirited daughters and

ministry with God’s people. 

To read more about Rev. Lee, check out

refugemd.com/2022-bios/

Our Main Speaker

WHAT IS REFUGE?

A weekend for 6-12th grade youth to retreat

from the everyday in a secure space getting

closer to God. Refuge Youth Retreat's planning

team unites members of various United

Methodist Churches throughout the Baltimore

Washington Conference. While our home

congregations are at different stages of the

discernment process for the inclusion of

LGBTQIA individuals, the leadership team of

Refuge Youth Retreat is united in welcoming all

people into full participation and leadership

regardless of gender identity, sexual orientation,

race, ethnicity, physical and mental ability,

nation of origin, immigration status, socio-

economic status, and political ideology. 

2022 THEME

Beauty from Ashes

Isaiah 61:3 (TLB) To all who mourn in Israel he

will give: beauty for ashes; joy instead of

mourning; praise instead of heaviness. For God

has planted them like strong and graceful oaks

for his own glory. 

COST

The cost for Refuge Youth Retreat will be $170

for each participant. Fee increases to $190 after

January 16, 2022. Please contact us if interested

in reserving an entire cabin for your group. The

fees cover the cost of lodging, all retreat

activities, 5 meals, T-shirt, and materials.

Mark believes passionately that music can

change the world. He also believes in Cornell

West’s quote that ‘Justice is what love looks like

in public.’

Mark serves as Assistant Professor of Church

Music at Drew Theological School and is a

Lecturer in the Practice of Sacred Music at Yale

University. He also is the Minister of Music of

Christ Church in Summit, New Jersey. Since

1999 Mark has led music for United Methodists

and others around the country.

Mark received his Bachelor of Arts in Music

from Yale University and his Master of Music in

Organ Performance from Juilliard. Mark is a

lifelong United Methodist. He is the grandson,

son, brother, uncle, and cousin to United

Methodist clergy.

To read more about Mark, check out

refugemd.com/2022-bios/

Our Music Leader

REGISTRATION

Registration begins September 1, 2021. 

You can find more information at refugemd.com!


